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bred, all-knowing Greek geometer comes with com-
mand, gathers them all up into rank and gradation,
bhe Euclid of holiness, and marries the two parts of
nature. Before all men, he saw the intellectual values
of the moral sentiment. He describes his own ideal,
when he paints in Timaeus a god leading things from
disorder into order. He kindled a fire so truly in
the centre, that we see the sphere illuminated, and
can distinguish poles, equator, and lines of latitude,
every arc and node: a theory so averaged, so modu-
lated, that you would say the winds of ages had swept
through this rhythmic structure, and not that it was
the brief extempore blotting of one short-lived scribe.
Hence it has happened that a very well-marked class
of souls, namely, those who delight in giving a spiritual,
that is, an ethico-intellectual expression to every truth,
by exhibiting an ulterior end which is yet legitimate
to it, are said to Platonise. Thus, Michel Angelo is
a Platonist, in his sonnets, Shakspeare is a Platonist,
when he writes " Nature is made better by nq mean,
but nature makes that mean," or,

11 He, that can endure
To follow with allegiance a fallen lord,
Does conquer him that did his master conquer,
And earns a place in the story."

Hamlet is a pure Platonist, and 'tis the magnitude
only of Shakspeare's proper genius that hinders him
from being classed as the most eminent of this school.
Swedenborg, throughout his prose poem of " Conjugal
Love," is a Platonist,

His subtlety cdmmended him to men of thought.
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